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Summer Assignment English 11IB 

11IB Summer Assignment: 1984  

 Acquire and read 1984 by George Orwell in its entirety. The reading should be 
completed by the third day of class, at which point a reading test will be 
administered.  
 

 Suggested but not required: annotation 
 

Annotation will be a very important component of English 11IB, so it is suggested that 
you do this while reading 1984 in order to practice this skill. If you are unfamiliar with 
annotating, see p. 3 of this document for more information and tips on how to annotate 
most effectively. 

Feel free to annotate directly in your book if you own a copy. If so, there should be 
notes in the margins or post-it notes briefly analyzing the significance of what you 
noticed. If you prefer, or if you are using a library copy, you can collect quotes, 
paraphrases, and your responses to them on a separate sheet of paper in any format 
you like (chart, list, bubble clusters, etc.) See example on p. 2 of this document with 
Lord of the Flies. 
 
Suggestions for ideas and motifs worth tracking: 
 

 how the language and thoughts of the citizens of Oceania are being manipulated  

 forms of propaganda the Party uses (look up the term propaganda if needed) 

 instances of irony, especially in the naming of key aspects of Oceanian society  

 direct and indirect allusions to history and literature  

 how the protagonist is characterized in the three parts of the book- how does he 

change? what is his arc? 

 how minor characters such as Parsons and Syme reveal important truths about 

Oceanian society  

 parallels you see between plot points and present day issues 

 any other pattern you find significant 
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Lord of the Flies Annotation Example (separate sheet of paper, as if I do not own a copy 

of the book) 

 

Because the boys in this novel turn from civil to savage, I thought it important to track 

animal imagery. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quotes Analysis 

“He was down like a sprinter, his nose only a 

few inches from the humid earth” (Golding 

48). 

Jack is described as being close to the ground, with his nose against 

the ground, almost like a dog or another small animal. This is 

significant because he has acted the most savagely and the most like 

an animal so far, and now he is beginning to resemble one in his 

actions as he tries to hunt. 

“The buzz from the hunters was one of 

admiration at this handsome behavior” 

(Golding 72). 

This is narrated right after Jack hesitantly apologizes to Piggy for 

letting the fire go out. His hunters are described as “buzzing” like 

bees, which can be symbolic of hive, or mob mentality. This is 

juxtaposed with the word “handsome” which makes it appear as if 

Jack still contains the manners of civilization, but he was just 

apologizing to Piggy for show. 

Another quote Appropriate analysis that references plot, context, and language 

Another quote Appropriate analysis that references plot, context, and language 

Another quote Appropriate analysis that references plot, context, and language 
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Annotating a Text 
 
Annotation is a key component of close reading. Since we will annotate texts all year, you need to 
develop a system 
that works for you (within the following guidelines). Many of you may already have a system, but 
remember, effective annotating is both economical and consistent. The techniques are almost limitless. 
Use any combination of the following: 

· Make brief comments in the margins. Use any white space available - inside cover, random 
blank pages, etc. 
· Make brief comments between or within lines of the text. Do not be afraid to mark within the text 
itself.  
· Circle or put boxes, triangles, or clouds around certain words or phrases. 
· Use abbreviations or symbols - brackets, stars, exclamation points, question marks, numbers, 
etc. 
· Connect words, phrases, ideas, circles, boxes, etc. with lines or arrows. 
· *Underline – CAUTION: Use this method sparingly. Underline only a few words. Always 
combine with another method such as a comment. Never underline an entire passage. Doing so 
takes too much time and loses effectiveness. If you wish to mark an entire paragraph or passage, 
draw a line down the margin or use brackets. 
· *Highlight – See underline. You cannot write with a highlighter anyway. 
· Create your own code. 
 

Close Reading (reading closely will ensure that what you annotate is actually valuable to you!) 
 
What should you annotate? Again, the possibilities are limitless. Remember, your goal is to understand 
the text and to be able to interact with it. 
 

· Have a conversation with the text. Talk back to it. 
· Ask questions (essential to active reading). 
· Comment on the actions or development of a character. Does the character change? Why? 
How? The result? 
· Comment on something that intrigues, impresses, amuses, shocks, puzzles, disturbs, repulses, 
or aggravates you, etc. 
· Comment on lines/quotes you think are especially significant, powerful, or meaningful. 
· Express agreement or disagreement. 
· Summarize key events. Make predictions. 
· Connect ideas to each other or to other texts. 
· Note if you experience an epiphany. 
· Note anything you would like to discuss or do not understand. 
· Note how the author uses language. Note the significance if you can. 

o effects of word choice (diction) or sentence structure or type (syntax) 
o point of view / effect of POV/ reliability of narrator 
o repetition of words, phrases, actions, events (i.e. patterns or motifs) 
o narrative pace/time/sequence of events  
o irony/imagery/foreshadowing/symbolism/metaphors/tone 
o contrasts/contradictions/juxtapositions/shifts/themes 
o allusions/setting/historical period 
 

The most common complaint about annotating is that it slows down your reading. Yes, it does. That’s the 
point. If annotating as you read annoys you, read a chapter, then go back and annotate. Reading a text a 
second time is preferable anyway. 
 
Approach everything we read with an open mind. There is always something in a text, whether it’s the 
theme, characters, or its purpose for being written, that can connect to your life and the world around you.  
 


